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Discover the most
beautiful islands in the
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BINE main pood al Iba
Islamd Lodgo, which is
filled with rainwater.
Oppasite, sunrise-
facing Chalet Eight on”
/ Quikiles Island




A DESERTISLAND DREAMSCAPE on the most beautiful beach in

the Indian Ocean, a HOLIDAY RESORT with great service and armosphere,
or a HAUNTING HISTORICAL MONUMENT worthy of World Heritage
status? Peter Browne travelled to the remote QU IRIMBA!: ISLANDS

uﬂ' : OR HERN MBZAMBIQUE hailed as the hottest new
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I FICKED LIPTHE FRAGMENT
of porcelain, u bl lazed shard the
siee ol o 20 pence picee. and rubbed the
dust ofl its cool, smaooth surface. 11 had
started it journey Trom Chima in the late
D now Biere it was, bving in the shadow
of i 10th-century Portuguese [or built
om the remains of what was probably o
lh-cemtury Swahili settlement on this
Indian Crocan island off the coast of
northern Mozambiogue.

Adver S0 years of obscurity, Tho
aned s meighbouring istands in e
Crairimbas Archipetagi, for centurics
imporiant stops on the teade roure
between Indin and Europe. hs
rediscovered and recasi os the hol new
destination for honevmooners anid
scuba divers, Backpackers moving down
the cogst rome Bemvaand Taneiana
Bave been visiting these beautiful isles,
ringed with white-simi beaches and

s been
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I reels, siee the cod of
e's civil war in 19494: ban the
first credit-card-carrving holidaymakers
only arvived six vears ago, when nearby
Ouililea Istand openesd for business,
With surprising speed, four more islard
lodaes hove opened sinee then, along
with one or two om the mainland, Anyone
pravelling bo this part of the world cannot
fail v e impaessed by the extreme beauty
of the coastline and its cxarpordinary
islinrads, st Eba Island, the site of the lotest
Indae 1o open, is particularhy magical
Cnee o wealthy ancd lertile Swahili.
Arab amd then Portuguese outpost, T
wis doeseried by iy colonial masters as
recently as the 19508 and the 19h-cenlery
tevwn, with its wide streets and central
sptiinre shaded by Manve trees was left o
vint in the humid Bost Adrcan heat. The
Catholie church of this virtwal ghost
pown is o beauatifuel ruin, its ranshackhe

Pristine con

pravevarl overgrown. Daown the roud

is o deseried eodonial mansion entirely
covered in decorative seashells, There are
deficately filizrecd sron balustrades and
rusty siveet lights once powered by a
19405 genermor (there s o checlticity
or gas supphy on the iskmd)

Surroumeled by such Gded pramdenr and
rentinders of the past, beight-white Thae
Bk Lodpe with its mew, red roef stands
out like o beacon for the island’s futare.
The lodee ts owned by a voung South
Adrican couple. Kevin and Fioma FBeco ril.
and its construction wis pari-funded by
a loan from Conservation Intemationil
I was budln by the Tocal o MY Gsing
wraditional methods and materials such as
coral bricks and limestone plaster. Carved
out of two old mansions overlooking the
waleriromt, where local prandecs in hats
ard erimolines onge promenaded. it has
airconditioned bedrooms Turnished with
four-poster beds o roaflop restaurant
s b s fweo slorsons walbed gandens
willh ssimming pooaks A thind bowse s
currenily being renovated

e lodpe funds a local school and
other community pragects, so lba's
S residents are already strting
Wy redp the benelits of tourism. There
is o wonderfully rebxed and convivial
atmesphere on the strects — a sense of
sy comaradoeric and Lcceplance. ven
innegenee. [t is i il cynicism has not
vel reached these isoluted shores, where
simple goodwill sl reigns,

13 Cliris Stephons, o charismatic
Canadian archasologist who works for the
Ulnited States Ageney for litermational
Development (LISATD on the istand, his
been teaching Daollar Rarmgiramambo
and Harris Mupeds, two Zimbabweans
who work at thie lo ot the cultural
history of 1ho: they in turn have been
mentoring locals in the pecaline ways of
thie intermztional hospitalivy indostry, 10
a ehallenge For evervone: the Zimbabweans
are ot historians o hoteliers: the skanders
hind mevier come oeross ahotel before, et
alome worked in one. AL the tme of my
visit the lodee was manased by Mervedes
[Bailv. 2 voung British teacher, and Cissius
Tembo, amother Zimbabmean, who hid
previowshy run a hostel on the site ol e
current foadge All of which 5 {or i iy
of characters only a fair-tride community
project in g bost city on a remote stand
gonlad produce. 11 works well.

The mornir frer | arrived, Stephens
took e o m ek ol the obd town, where
Ts izl Den exeavating i vish sloreromm
and shop belonging foa l-centur
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The old town on Iho : T
Istand, desarted in the o ;
19505, was once the
thriving regional capital.
Opposite, clockwise from
top teff: a housckeeper
at Ibo Island Lodge; il-
omened Fort 580 Jodo
Balisla; a Iresh catch for
the Ibo Island Lodge chef;
Incal fisharmen near the
harbour on lbe island




There is a wonderfully RELAXED AND CONVIVIAL atmosphere — a sense ol
INNOCENCE. It is as if cvnicism HAS NOT REACHED these isolated shore:

The rool terrace st lbha
Island Lodge, where
drinks and dinnar are

served, has mesmerising
westerly sea views


































